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State of the State Kicks off 2020 Legislative Session
Gov. Brad Little gave his second State of the State address on Jan. 6, the first day
of the 2020 Idaho legislative session. Visit gov.idaho.gov to read the entire speech
and budget address. The main theme from the speech can be summed up in one
word: frugality.

To set the stage for the upcoming legislative session, it is important to understand
how the budget affects nearly every decision that will be made in the next three
months. Throughout his political career, Brad Little has always been a saver rather
than a spender. As soon as he was elected governor, he told his agency directors
to start cutting both regulations and budgets. He made it clear that he will work to
make good on his election promises of smaller government for Idaho.

In addition to Gov. Little’s directive to state agencies to cut budgets, Idaho’s
revenue growth was lower than projected. The state was anticipating 7% revenue
growth, but that projection was reduced to 5.2% halfway through the year. As a
result, the governor instructed agencies to cut 1% from their Fiscal Year (FY) 2021
budget requests and prepare to cut 2% for FY 2022. However, he made two key
exceptions to this directive: K-12 education spending, and – importantly to the IMA
– residency expansion funding requests are not subject to these cuts.

It is against this backdrop that your lobby team will work to achieve the goals set
for us by the IMA House of Delegates, the IMA Board of Trustees and IMA
members. This year, the IMA’s top legislative priorities include graduate medical
education, implementation of Medicaid expansion and opioid abuse prevention. To
receive the IMA’s weekly legislative reports, subscribe HERE

 

Give $220 to Make a Difference in 2020
Or become a Diamond Club member! There are three membership levels—
Silver/$250; Gold/$500; and Gem/$1,000. Diamond club members receive

special IMA recognition.
*Gem members also receive a special IMA gift*

Visit Idmed.org to Make Your IMPAC Donation 
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View this email in your browser  

http://gov.idaho.gov/
http://bit.ly/IMALegislativeReport
http://idmed.org/


 

The Idaho Medical Association Welcomes New
Members
A warm welcome to these physicians who have recently joined the IMA:

Trevor Batty, DO, Dermatology, Chubbuck
Colby Bingham, MD, Dermatology, Burley
Ashley Burt, MD, Radiology, Boise
Mark Dell'Aglio, MD, Internal Medicine, Boise
Matheau Eysser, DO, Orthopedic Surgery, Rexburg
Jason Hamblin, MD, Radiology, Boise
Dawn Jennings-Peterson, MD, Family Medicine, Rupert
Thomas Mohr, DO, Administrative Physician, Meridian
Gabriel Palmer, MD, Radiology, Boise
Hal Richins, MD, Family Medicine, Salmon
Zachary Ripley, DO, Family Medicine, Lewiston
Eric Scholten, MD, Pulmonary Diseases, Nampa
Laura Tedrick, MD, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Boise
Travis Williams, DO, Pain Management, Boise
Kelby Wilson, MD, Family Medicine, Grangeville

[Back to Top]

 
Renew Your IMA Membership for 2020!
To renew your membership online:

- Go to www.Idmed.org

- Click the “Join/Renew” button on the home page

- Click the “Renew Membership” button

- Login using your email

From your member portal, you can view and pay your 2020 membership dues.
(Every member has a member profile, please do not recreate yours.)

For assistance, please contact our Membership Department at 208-344-7888 or
membership@idmed.org.

[Back to Top]

 

Flu Takes Lives of Two Idaho Children
Two Idaho children have died from influenza-related causes, according to Idaho public health officials. One child lived in
northern Idaho and the other in eastern Idaho. The Department of Health and Welfare (DHW) and Idaho public health
districts are also investigating reports of the death of a third child, also from the eastern part of the state, which appears
to be related to influenza.

http://miec.com/
http://www.idmed.org/
mailto:membership@idmed.org


According to DHW, most influenza-related deaths in Idaho occur among older adults, which makes these recent deaths
unusual. During the last five flu seasons, only one influenza-related death occurred among children in Idaho.

“Our hearts go out to the families of these children. This flu strain appears to be impacting some children in Idaho
heavily, and we want to make sure that Idahoans are taking precautions to stay safe this flu season,” said Dr. Christine
Hahn, medical director for the department’s Division of Public Health. “Influenza illness has been increasing in Idaho and
around the country. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has noted they have seen more pediatric influenza
deaths than usual by this time of year.”

If your patients would like more information about the flu, you can direct them to visit the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention Influenza page at https://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm

To track influenza activity in Idaho, visit http://flu.idaho.gov

[Back to Top]

 
IMA Prior Authorization Survey Data
Part I: Patient Impact
In September, IMA conducted a survey about Prior Authorization (PA) in Idaho. IMAges will highlight these astounding
survey results in a series of articles. This series will also inform members how IMA is working to lessen PA burdens and
provide helpful information and resources to combat this issue.

84%
of Idaho physicians reported that

PA can lead to treatment abandonment

In the IMA study, 84% of Idaho physicians reported that PA can lead to treatment abandonment and 37% of physicians
reported that PA led to a serious adverse event such as death or hospitalization.

The AMA conducted this survey at a national level; 75% of AMA respondents reported PA can lead to treatment
abandonment and 28% reported PA led to serious adverse events. These results show the very harmful impact PA can
have on patient care.

How the IMA is helping to reduce the PA burden: In July of 2018, with support from IMA, several physicians organized
the Idaho Physician Well-Being Action Collaborative. This group invited a diverse group of healthcare professionals in
our community to work together to address the critical decline in physician well-being and high levels of physician
suicide nationwide.

The collaborative decided to identify actionable projects with significant impact. The first project the group has chosen to
focus on is simplification of medication prior authorization. Specifically, working to increase physician access to prior
authorization capabilities via EHR at time of service.

We have made significant progress and look forward to sharing information with our medical community about ways to
complete medication prior authorization (and access costs and alternatives) at time of service via EHR. We are also
working with payers to decrease the total number of prior authorizations.

[Back to Top]

 
Vaping: Move to Ban Some Flavors Only First Step in Addiction Fight
Amid pressure from the AMA and other physician and public health organizations, the Trump administration is moving to
ban the sale of flavored e-cigarette cartridges.

However, the new Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announcement leaves untouched—for now—the
sale of tobacco- or menthol- flavored cartridge-based products, as well as open systems in which users refill their e-
cigarette devices with exotic flavors of nicotine juices widely sold at vaping shops.

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm
http://flu.idaho.gov/
https://searchlf.ama-assn.org/undefined/documentDownload?uri=%2Funstructured%2Fbinary%2Fletter%2FLETTERS%2FLetter-to-President-Trump-Remove-Flavored-E-Cigarettes-from-Market-11-26-19.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/01/02/fda-finalizes-enforcement-policy-unauthorized-flavored-cartridge-based-e-cigarettes.html


The “new policy to address the youth e-cigarette epidemic by limiting flavors in some vaping products is a step in the
right direction, but does not go far enough,” said AMA President Patrice A. Harris, MD, MA. “The AMA is disappointed
that menthol flavors—one of the most popular—will still be allowed, and that flavored e-liquids will remain on the market,
leaving young people with easy access to alternative flavored e-cigarette products.”

Why it matters for patients and physicians: 

HHS Secretary Alex Azar noted that “the United States has never seen an epidemic of substance use arise as quickly
as our current epidemic of youth use of e-cigarettes.”

More than 5 million American middle- and high-schoolers have used e-cigarettes within the previous month, according to
the 2019 National Youth Tobacco Survey, whose results were published in JAMA. About 1.6 million of these users are
vaping 20 or more days over the span of a month.

“E-cigarette use among young people continues to spike, creating another generation at risk of nicotine dependence
who will face significant health problems as a result,” Dr. Harris said. “If we are serious about tackling this epidemic and
keeping these harmful products out of the hands of young people, a total ban on all flavored e-cigarettes—in all forms
and at all locations—is prudent and urgently needed.”

IMA is pleased that e-cigarette use is now illegal in Idaho, and all states, for those who are 21 and younger. However,
IMA supports the ban of all flavored e-cigarettes.

[Back to Top]

 
 IMA Education Webinar Series
Wednesday, January 22, 12:15 – 1:30 pm (MT)

Challenges and Changes Series: First quarter updates including managing denials and writing effective appeals

Register today to join IMA Reimbursement Director Teresa Cirelli, CPC, CPMA and Reimbursement Specialist Pam
McCord, CPC, COC, CPMA on Wednesday, January 22 for the next webinar, Challenges and Changes Series: First
quarter updates including managing denials and writing effective appeals (1 CEU)

*The IMA has switched back to using TelSpanWeb for all 2020 Education Series webinars. IMA apologizes for any
technical difficulties from the previous service provider. We look forward to working with TelSpanWeb again.

Don’t miss this valuable webinar! To register, visit idmed.org. You can now register online for any of the IMA 2020
Education Webinars. Questions? Contact the IMA at 208-344-7888 or rebecca@idmed.org.

This program has received prior approval by the American Academy of Professional Coders
(AAPC) for one (1) continuing education credit. Granting of prior approval in no way constitutes
endorsement by AAPC of the program content or the program sponsor.

[Back to Top]

 
Free MAT Waiver Training by ECHO Idaho
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2755265
https://www.idmed.org/Idaho/Idaho_Public/Events/Event_DetailCore.aspx?EventKey=2020WEBED&WebsiteKey=4fb4650f-db88-454a-92f7-d52f9b092b3c
mailto:rebecca@idmed.org


Newly Redesigned IMA Website
Visit Idmed.org to check out the new look!

 

[Back to Top]

https://txma-ima.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/idmed.org


 
Order 2020 ICD-10 Coding books!
The new year means new coding books!

Have you received your CPT and ICD-10 coding books for 2020? IMA has a few left in stock if you need to purchase
current coding books.

You can order your books online at Idmed.org or for more information contact Rebecca Adams at the IMA (208) 344-
7888 or rebecca@idmed.org.

[Back to Top]

 
Submit YOUR Article to IMAges
IMA would like to feature articles from physician members and highlight those members who are making a difference in
Idaho.

If you would like to write an article for consideration or want to feature yourself or a colleague, please email IMA
Communications Director Amika Empey at amika@idmed.org for more information.

 [Back to Top]

 
The MIPS 2019 Data Submission Period is Now Open
MIPS Eligible Clinicians Can Start Submitting Data for 2019 through March 31, 2020

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has opened the data submission period for Merit-based Incentive
Payment System (MIPS) eligible clinicians who participated in the 2019 performance period of the Quality Payment
Program. Data can be submitted and updated from 10:00 a.m. EST on January 2, 2020 until 8:00 p.m. EDT on March
31, 2020.

How to Submit Your 2019 MIPS Data
Clinicians will follow the steps outlined below to submit their data:

- Go to the Quality Payment Program website
- Sign in using your QPP access credentials 
- Submit your MIPS data for the 2019 performance period or review the data reported on your behalf by a third party.

To learn more about how to submit data, please review the resources available in the QPP Resource Library.

Watch our series of data submission demo videos:
- Introduction and Overview of 2019 Data Submission
- File Upload and Quality Scoring
- Manual Attestation of Improvement Activities

Questions? Please contact the Quality Payment Program at 1-866-288-8292, Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM-8:00 PM
ET or by e-mail at: QPP@cms.hhs.gov.

[Back to Top]

 
Medicare 2020 Fee Schedule
Noridian has reposted an update to the 2020 Medicare fee schedule.

The Further Consolidated Appropriations Act (FCAA), 2020 made changes to Medicare’s budget resulting in a change to
the 2020 Medicare fee schedule. If your practice had previously reviewed the 2020 fee schedule in December, it is
suggested to review again for any changes.

https://www.idmed.org/idaho/UploadedFiles/IMA%20book%20order%20form%202020%202.pdf
mailto:rebecca@idmed.org
mailto:amika@idmed.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAxMDIuMTQ5NzM5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3FwcC5jbXMuZ292L2xvZ2luIn0.6JnQuwLJuELVFvIrBjfZUdapTy9hFVec5EAWiBF3Omc_br_73631034231-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=iqeSLYkBTKTEV8nJYtdW_A&r=lEscBj36Cocu70EGygVlB_cJ3MpCsEUeyUe8QtWvzPY&m=G5qKINb2rGHTs_OGt9tlti7GthCkDG9TIFwWtxFQY9w&s=BYDfQ6vdTWOe5GXARvKxlrFrBGl1dODtvKxSkBA8gTE&e=
https://qpp.cms.gov/about/resource-library
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2dVaBMoEYU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qhmMf0O1Oc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8vjPeLxe9dA&feature=youtu.be
mailto:QPP@cms.hhs.gov


View the updated schedule HERE
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Medical Practice Opportunities

 

Family Practice/OB Provider Opportunity with Valor Health, Emmett, ID
Valor Health is looking for a positive, energetic provider to join our strong team who will be engrained in rural community
and practice full spectrum Family Practice from clinic, hospitalist, OB/C-section trained, and managing inpatient/swing
bed patients. For more information, contact Nicole Bradshaw at Nicole.bradshaw@valorhealth.org or Bill Vetter, MD at
bill.vetter@valorhealth.org. We are doing great work in Emmett at Valor Health, check us out at
http://www.valorhealth.org/.

 

IMA Job Opportunity

Reimbursement Specialist, Boise, ID
The IMA is seeking a full-time Reimbursement Specialist who will thrive as a team player for a small, busy non-profit
medical association office. Candidates should have a minimum of 2 years related experience with the following
qualifications. Excellent benefits package included.

Qualifications:

- Demonstrated knowledge of health insurance billing and collection procedures with an emphasis on Medicare and
Medicaid rules.

- Knowledge of HIPAA regulations.

- Demonstrated expertise with CPT and ICD-10-C coding, including chart review.

- Familiarity with the use of NCCI, MPFSDB and RVU based compensation methodology.

- Experience working with Microsoft Office, Word, Excel and PowerPoint.

- Professional coding certification preferred but not required.

- Excellent written and oral communication skills.

- Ability to work independently and manage multiple projects.

- Participate in webinar and in-person educational presentations. Some limited travel may be required.

- Strong attention to detail and accuracy.

To apply for this position, send both your cover letter and resume to pam@idmed.org by January 31, 2020. No
phone calls please.

To place a Medical Practice Opportunities Classified Advertisement, please contact:

Amika Empey, Director of Communications at 208-344-7888 or

by email amika@idmed.org.

https://med.noridianmedicare.com/web/jfb/fees-news/fee-schedules/mpfs
mailto:Nicole.bradshaw@valorhealth.org
mailto:bill.vetter@valorhealth.org
mailto:pam@idmed.org
mailto:mleach@idmed.org


 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events

  

January 22,
2020

Challenges and Changes Series: First quarter updates including managing denials and writing effective
appeals (1 CEU)

February 25,
2020 Free MAT Waiver Training by ECHO Idaho

Additional information and registration forms for seminars 
are available at www.idmed.org.

 

Idaho Medical Association
P.O. Box 2668, 305 West Jefferson, Boise, ID 83701

Phone: (208) 344-7888 - Fax: (208) 344-7903 - Email: mail@idmed.org

Click here to choose the types of mailings that we send to you. 
Click here to Unsubscribe.

 

https://www.idmed.org/idaho/Idaho_Public/Resources/Seminars/Idaho_Public/Resources/Seminars.aspx?hkey=7dd15824-5178-4069-ab89-e8bd4ea3664d
mailto:mail@idmed.org
http://pod3.informz.net/clk/red8.asp?u=933398545&mi=7763713&l=0

